CEDARCITY

DAILY

A GANNETT COMPANY

NEWS

SOUTHERN UTAH'S

Board explores )
water resources

SATURDAY | 08.27.11

By Cathy Wentz
cwentz@thespectrum.com

CEDAR CITY — While the
Central Iron County Water
Conservancy District was em-
broiled in a June controversy
over the degree of land sub-
sidence reported in the Cedar
Valley, no one has said it does
not exist.

Bill Lund, senior geologist
for the Utah Geological Survey,
had submitted a report on land
subsidence to the water district,
which was placed on its website.
The study the report was based
on originally measured subsid-
ence at four feet, but that mea-
surement was later corrected to
two feet after benchmarks were
found to be inaccurate. The re-
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port was removed from the web-
site after a heated June meeting
in which Cedar City Surveyor
Curt Neilson and Engineer Kit
Wareham demanded the report
be removed because the mea-
surements reported in the study
were still wrong and had not
been performed by a licensed
surveyor.

Although Lund is working on
amending the report with the
findings of a licensed surveyor,
he stands firm that there is evi-
dence of subsidence in the val-
ley, including the fissures ap-
pearing in Enoch. They point to
the Cedar Valley aquifer being
overdrawn, Lund said.
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The problem the water
district faces is how to
bring more water into the
aquifer. The Lake Powell
pipeline looms as a very
expensive source of water
to provide for the needs
of a population that is ex-
pected to grow. The dis-
trict has also been explor-
ing alternatives such as
draining Lake Quichapa
when it is full into a place
where it could filter into
the aquifer, or diverting
“excess” water from Coal
Creek to gravel pits for
the same purpose.

There are many ob-
stacles to work through
in implementing those
proposals that include
the water rights to Coal
Creek that are primar-
ily owned by Coal Creek
Irrigation Company. The
gravel pit proposal has
the added issue of work-
ing with the Cedar City
Regional Airport to make
sure birds congregating
by bodies of water would
not create a safety prob-
lem in airport operations.

Scott Wilson, general
manager for the CICWCD,
said the water levels in
the aquifer are a signifi-
cant community problem
that will only grow worse
with time.

“If we're pushing this
aquifer past sustainabil-
ity now, where is it go-
ing to be when we add
more people, when the
university grows and
we get more tourism?”
Wilson asked.

He also said the sup-
ply of water touches on

community sensitivities
centered on economic
development, univer-
sity growth, tourism and
the quality of life in the
community.

One major problem that
has not been addressed in
the Cedar Valley is the
overallocation of water
rights, which means more
water rights have been
granted in the past than
the actual supply of water
can fulfill.

Wilson estimated that
Cedar Valley water rights
are over-allocated by
6,000- to 7,000-acre feet,
and the overallocation be-
gan close to 1960.

The problem of wa-
ter right overallocation
surfaced in the Beryl/
Enterprise area in 2008,
and led to efforts by Jerry
Olds, who was state engi-
neer at the time, to trim
back the allocation of wa-
ter rights with a ground-
water management plan.
Though Olds has left the
position, Deputy State
Engineer Boyd Clayton
said the engineer’s of-
fice is still working to
implement a groundwater
management plan in the
Beryl/Enterprise area.

“We're still continuing
to talk to the people who
live there and trying to
find a solution they feel
comfortable with and will
help solve the problem,”
Clayton said.

The primary idea
that has been discussed
in terms of solving the
overallocation problem
is creating a groundwa-
ter management district.
Clayton said the late Sen.
Dennis Stowell, R-Dist.
28, got legislation passed

before he died that al-
lowed formation of a dis-
trict. Under that legisla-

tion a groundwater man-
agement district could
be formed to collect tax
revenue that would be
used to buy water rights
and retire them so they
would not be used. That
option could prevent any-
one having to forfeit their

water rights because the

supply does not cover the
rights already allocated.

The basic principle re-
garding the priority for
water rights is based on
the date the application
was made for the right,
which is, “first in time,
firstin right.”

Clayton said the pur-
pose of a groundwater
management district
would differ from the
purpose of the CICWCD,
which is to provide wa-
ter to residents within its
boundaries. The ground-
water management dis-
trict would be formed
specifically to deal with
groundwater manage-
ment issues in a critical
basin.

Clayton said once the
engineer’'s office has
brought the problem of
water right allocation un-
der control in the Beryl/
Enterprise area, the
Cedar Valley is in a group
of other basins in the state
with similar problems.

The other areas of con-
cern are the Parowan
Valley, Milford area and
Pauvant Valley. However,
the engineer’s office has
not made any decisions
in terms of which area
would be considered next
in dealing with water
right problems.
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